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September Meeting
This months meeting will be held on September 18th (third Tuesday) at 7 PM at the
Amateur Radio Club building next to the baseball field at Mathis Field airport.
The speaker will be CarolAnn Garratt who has flown her Mooney around the world three
time to promote awareness about ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease). Check out her website,

www.alsworldflight.com
Bill Yeates, Editor

Minutes
Minutes of EAA Chapter 493 meeting July 17, 2012
1.
2.
3.
4.

President Pat Nuytten called the meeting to order at 7 pm August 21.2012.
Treasurer’s report was given by Joe Christian and approved.
Minutes of the July meeting approved as printed in the newsletter.
Old Business
A. The September program will be given by CarolAnn Garratt on her around the world flights promoting
awareness of ALS.
B. Chris and Gerry are home until Sept 24th, then will go back for more treatments. Continue to pray for them.
5. New Business
A. FAA Safety meeting Sat. Aug 25 @ 9am in the San Angelo Amateur Radio Club building. The topic will
be Thunderstorms. Attendance will count toward Wings credit.
B. Pat Nuytten and Charlie Campbell will give an Oshkosh report in October.
6. Refreshments were provided by Joe Christian (baked all afternoon?).
7. Joe Christian also gave the program on the iPad aviation related apps. Some of the apps and websites are:
Foreflight, WingX, ADSB, AKRS, Garmin app, Flightplan.com, Pilot Charts, FlyQ (AOPA), EAA Radio,
AirNan.com, Golden Eagle, Aero Weather, and Drop Box. Bad Elf and Dual are GPS receivers that interface
with iPad through blue tooth.

Richard Martin, secretary.

Showcase

The model 40 was Boeing’s first attempt at building a commercial plane. Designed primarily to carry mail, it
could also carry up to 4 passengers in the small cabin. The pilot was still in an open cockpit behind the cabin. It was
powered by a Pratt and Whitney Wasp (420hp) which saved 200 pounds over the water cooled Liberty engined
specified by the Postal Service in 1925. Max speed was 128 mph, cruise at 105, range 650 miles, and service ceiling
was 14,500 feet.
Boeing acquired two mail routes , Seattle to San Diego, and San Francisco to Chicago. Passenger tickets were
expensive. the flight from San Francisco to Chicago cost $200 the equivalent of $2000 in today’s dollars.
On October 2, 1928, the aircraft in the photo above was flying to San Diego when it encountered fog. The
pilot flew it lower and lower until it clipped trees and crashed near Canyonville, Oregon. The pilot survived, but the
passenger, a diamond broker, did not. For years, people visited the site and sifted the site for diamonds. A lucky few
found some. They also took parts of the airplane as souvenirs.

In 1993, the wreckage was relocated and salvaged by the Oregon Aviation Historical Society. After being
stored in various places, the parts were sold to Addison Pemberton, an experienced aircraft restorer. After almost nine
years with the help of 61 volunteers who spent 18000 hours, the aircraft flew again.

Where Our Members are Flying
Chapter members Don and Nancy Treadwell recently gave a flight to a young veteran. Nancy met Chris
Tipton at Howard College where she is a teacher. She found out that Chris was a door gunner and maintenance tech
on Blackhawk helicopters and asked him if he would like to take a flight over San Angelo.

So, Chris and his girlfriend got a flight in Don’s tail dragging Cessna. It was a smooth, enjoyable
flight.

Solar Powered Runway Lights
by
Don Treadwell
As a new pilot in 1979, I enjoyed taking off and landing on the caliche driveway at the ranch.
The two wing-mounted lights in the Cessna 150D or the Piper Super Cub that I usually flew gave off a
fair amount of light, with one flood and one spot light on each airplane. In the evenings the white
caliche reflected the light from the airplane. Headlights from an assisting pickup truck would indicate
the other end of the runway during an after sunset take off.

I gave up flying out of the ranch
after sunset several years ago when the
single landing light on my Cessna 172M
burned out on take off. Over the years
the adrenaline and fear faded. During
August I was working a little too late on
a water well; I was leaving the ranch
after sunset. I decided during the take off
it was time for some form of assistance
to confirm runway location besides the
single landing light. I have wanted to add
a couple of lights to the wing tips, but the
$2,900 estimate for the installed wing
tips left me uninterested.

I saw that the solar powered lights were on sale at Wal-Mart, and I bought a variety to see if
any of them were bright enough to be useful. Wal-Mart sells a three bulb, floodlight-shaped unit that
emits as much light as a good flashlight for $10.00, $7.00 when on sale.
http//www.walmart.com/ip/Paradise-Garden-Lighting-Plastic-Spotlight-with-Attached-Solar-Panel-3White-LED-per-spot-in-Black/21069274 They are currently available at the Wal-Mart on the north
side of San Angelo. I bought 23 to line the runway.
The main strip at the ranch is 160 degrees and 4350 feet long. The south half is over what
would be ideal crop land if it rained regularly. As it is, the dryness of our climate creates sink holes
the size of five gallon buckets on occasion. I consider the south half of the runway unusable except for
emergency use. The north half of the runway is across a gently sloping hill and has never had any
problems with cracking or sinking. The 2,200 feet that I use of the north half of the runway has proven
more than adequate for the Cessna 172 since opening in 1998.
I considered using frangible plastic or wood sticks to mount the lights, but the cows are likely
to destroy anything frangible, so I used steel T-posts to mount the lights five feet off the ground. The
cows are less likely to destroy the lights when mounted that high. As far as being non-frangible, the
posts are at the runway edge with mesquite trees only a step away.
The T-posts added another $160 to the project, but I figure the entire cost for lights and posts
might be less than the cost of one runway fixture at Mathis Field. The posts are reusable for fence
repair if the lights don’t work out.
I am not tempted to use the lights for landing at night even though they all show nicely from
500 feet up. There is a thirty foot oak tree on the north end of the runway that could easily have the
touch down spot move to halfway down the runway when giving extra clearance at night. Also, I can
drive or taxi the runway checking for animals on the runway before take off. It is quite difficult to spot
a black cow on the runway at night during a fly by.

I placed the lights at 250 foot intervals on the north half of the runway, and for further guidance
I placed two lights at 3000 feet and four lights at the south end to indicate the clear departure area. The
lights are aimed toward the departing aircraft but also turned 45 degrees in to throw more light on the
runway and stay visible until 50 feet past the light. I placed one spotlight at the north end shining south
to use as a guide as I taxi to the north end of the runway. Several light fixtures are visible from all
directions to help guide me out to the runway and to the north end. They appear in the pictures but are
noticeably less bright than the flood light fixtures.
I installed the thirty T-posts with
lights on September 5th. I added bright
reflector tape to each post to make them
more noticeable from any direction. At
night, the spot lights are only visible
when I am in front of them. By
September 10th the local animals had
tilted two of the lights to point down,
leaving lick marks all over the dust on
the exterior.
I still plan to leave at sunset or
spend the night. The new solar powered
guidance for takeoffs adds a degree of
safety, especially if the landing light ever
burns out again on take off.
As I was leaving the hangar on September 5th to drive back to San Angelo, I looked before
stepping out of the hangar.

It was dark, but I saw a slight
movement. I turned on my flashlight
because the motion-detector-controlledoutside light wasn’t shining.
I was being visited by the local reptilian
security patrol who insisted on
checking for any pesky mice that might
be about.
I inquired as to whether he had a permit
to carry concealed fangs on the
property. He allowed how everyone
knew he had concealed fangs, and
therefore, he didn’t need a concealed
fang permit.
I showed him the nifty Rugar Mark III pistol that Dad gave me for my 18th birthday.

What Our Members are Building
Johnny Williams and his son Buddy are building a Zenith CH750 STOL. They recently
installed the engine, a Continental O-200 and tested it.
The engine ran smoothly and showed good oil pressure.
It is being pickled while the rest of the aircraft is
completed.
The tail surfaces and the main part of the fuselage have
been finished.
They will continue wiring and
connecting the engine controls and instruments while
waiting to afford the wing kit.

FOR SALE

1960 Cessna 175A Project - $10,000 OBO.
Add engine, mount, prop, and paint
and it’s ready to go. Lots of new parts.
For more pictures and details go to :
http://www.N6846E.weebly.com
Andy Spinks
830-660-5911

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sept 22 Ruidoso Mountain High Fly-in and Car Show, Ruidoso, NM
Oct 6 Eldorado Airport Fly-in and BBQ
Oct 6,7 Airshow, Aliance Airport, Ft. Worth
Oct 13, 14. CAF Airsho, Midland.
Oct 19-21 1st Annual Fall Grass Field Fly-in and Campout, KAGO, Llano, Tx.

See you at the meeting.
Bill Yeates, editor

